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Introduction

Beard’s works lie between abstraction and representation, reducing figures to vibrant fields of colour.
Through this joyous use of bright colouring, Beard seeks to reclaim depictions of the body and of the
sexual from the predominant male perspective. These are explicit works that unreservedly depict

sex, encouraging the viewer to engage with the subject without embarrassment or reserve. Using her
knowledge of cinematography, Beard employs tight angles and close crops of the body when framing her
works in order to portray the act of sex with a striking level of intimacy. Beard’s works also emphasise the
importance of sexual inclusivity by portraying the diversity of sexuality, allocating attention to experiences
that are often censored by the mainstream.
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